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PART 5
NATIONAL INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY OFFICES,

WIPO AND INTERNATIONAL PROTECTION



NATIONAL IP OFFICES
Several countries operate one office for IP (e.g. UK, Canada, Netherlands,

Hungary, Luxemburg, etc)

UK Intellectual Property Office, www.ipo.gov.uk

Other countries operate two offices, Industrial Property & Copyright Office
(e.g. Italy, Japan, Spain, India, Germany, Sweden etc)

German Patent Office: www.dpma.de
German Copyright Office: www.bmj.deGerman Copyright Office: www.bmj.de

There are countries with 3 offices: Industrial Property, Copyright and
Trademarks

(e.g. Greece)
Greek Patent Office
Greek Copyright Office
Greek Trademark Office



WORLD INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY ORGANIZATION
(WIPO, www.wipo.int)

The World Intellectual Property Organization
(WIPO) is a specialized agency of the United
Nations. It is dedicated to developing a balanced
and accessible international intellectual property
(IP) system, which rewards creativity, stimulates
innovation and contributes to economic
development while safeguarding the public
interest.interest.

WIPO was established by the WIPO
Convention in 1967 with a mandate from its
Member States to promote the protection of IP
throughout the world through cooperation
among states and in collaboration with other
international organizations.

Its headquarters are in Geneva, Switzerland.



TRADITIONAL PATENT SYSTEM

Traditional 0
12

(months)

File
applications
abroad

Fees for:

--translations
--Office fees
--local agents

File
applications

Local patent application followed within 12 months by multiple foreign applications claiming
priority under Paris Convention:

- multiple formality requirements
- multiple searches
- multiple publications
- multiple examinations and prosecutions of applications
- translations and national fees required at 12 months

applications
locally



WHAT IS PATENT COOPERATION TREATY (PCT)

Only for inventions (not for trademarks, nor
industrial designs)
The decision on granting patents is made

exclusively by national or regional Offices in the
national phase
There is no “PCT patent” or “World patent”There is no “PCT patent” or “World patent”
Signed in June 1970, in Washington, D.C., and

became operational in June 1978 with 18 States
As of 1 April 2011, the PCT has 142 Contracting

States
Administered by WIPO (Paris Convention).



ADVANTAGES OF PCT

1. Postpones the major costs associated with internationalizing a
patent application

2. Provides a strong basis for patenting decisions
3. Harmonizes formal requirements
4. Brings the world within reach
5. Protects applicant from certain inadvertent errors
6. Evolves to meet user needs6. Evolves to meet user needs
7. Is used by the world’s major corporations, universities and research

institutions when they seek international patent protection
8. Allows applicants to apply securely and easily online, and to save

money by doing so
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PCT PROCEDURE

Typically filed in same
national patent office--one set
of fees, one language, one set
of formality requirements--
and legal effect in all PCT
States

Disclosing to world
content of application in
standardized way

Express intention and
take steps to pursue to
grant in various states

File PCT
application

International
search report
& written
opinion

(optional)
File demand for
International
preliminary
examination

File local
application

(optional)
International
preliminary
report on
patentability

Typically a national
patent application in
the home country of
the applicant

Report on state
of the art (prior
art documents
and their
relevance) +
initial
patentability
opinion

Request an additional
patentability analysis
on basis of amended
application

Additional patentability
analysis, designed to assist in
national phase decision-making
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April 14, 2011: 2 Million PCT applications
April 26: World Intellectual Property Day



PCT APPLICATIONS: TOP 10 COUNTRIES



TOP 15 APPLICANTS



TOP 10 UNIVERSITIES



TRENDS IN PATENT APPLICATIONS, WIPO



WIPO e-LEARNING FOR SMEs

http://www.wipo.int/sme/en/multimedia/

IP PANORAMA was developed jointly by the Korean Intellectual Property
Office (KIPO), the Korea Invention Promotion Association (KIPA), and the World
Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) under a project entitled, ‘The Joint
Development of E-learning Content’ from 2004 to 2007.

IP PANORAMA was designed to help SMEs utilize and manage Intellectual
Property (IP) in their business

The topics cover 12 modules (pdf, video)



WIPO ACADEMY
www.wipo.int/academy/en/

WIPO Summer School on Intellectual Property
The Summer School provides an opportunity to senior students and young
professionals to acquire deeper knowledge of each domain of intellectual property

Distance Learning
The courses offered by the Distance Learning program of the Academy are available in the
following languages:
Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Portuguese, Russian and Spanish
Fee : from 80 – 400 $

professionals to acquire deeper knowledge of each domain of intellectual property
and of the role and functions of WIPO.

The program consists of lectures, case studies, simulation exercises and group
discussions on selected IP topics, with an orientation towards the interface between
IP and other disciplines. A certificate of participation is awarded to participants
who successfully complete the program requirements.

Summer school Textbook:
http://www.wipo.int/export/sites/www/academy/en/courses/summer_school/summer_school
_textbook.pdf



WIPO PATENTSCOPE ®
www.wipo.int/patentscope/en

Access through the PATENTSCOPE® Search Service to over 7
million patent documents from PCT and national/regional
collections.

The aRDi program provides IP offices and other institutions
in developing countries with free or low-cost access toin developing countries with free or low-cost access to
scientific and technical journals.


